
THE DIRECTOR

As we begin to move into the final phases of the 
2020-2021 school year, we may be asking ourselves, 
?Where do I go from here??  For quite some t ime now 
we?ve all faced the ups and downs of COVID and 
mult iplied layer upon layer of challenge that may 
have left  us shell shocked or doubtful.

We in special educat ion are all over the map with this 
experience.  For some, we st ill are in the midst of 
turmoil; for others we?ve begun to look tentat ively 
toward post-pandemic planning & the 2021-2022 
school year. Take a moment and consider that in our 
collect ive efforts to preserve what pieces of 
normalcy we had, we simultaneously tried to adapt 
to the changes coming our way each and every day 
from local, state and federal agencies.  Educat ional 
leaders in a crazy juggling act that took all our energy 
kept up a maintenance of trust, visionary thinking 
and commitment to our special educat ion students.  
This commitment was not only to our students, but 
also to staff, parents and community. It 's t ime to take 
a breath. It  may even be t ime to celebrate.

As we move into the closing weeks of what seems 
like the most challenging school year in history, I urge 
you to pause and take into considerat ion that at the 
end of this part icular school year we are all afforded 
a new beginning.  A fresh start , a chance to rethink 
and refresh. At this key juncture in t ime, don?t give 
into exhaust ion.  Right this very moment each of us 
have an amazing blessing, an opportunity to focus on 
the hard fought successes of this year and also, we 
have an opportunity to consider the partnering of  
?new? successes with ?previous pract ice.? If we are 
wise we can partner COVID?s  ?forced change? 

success with our own creat ivity. We can develop 
unique and courageous blended approaches that will 
best serve our future students and stakeholders. 
Now is the t ime to look at what we wish to abandon, 
what we long to keep and embrace this strange 
newness which now graces our professional pract ice. 

Before you wish a final farewell to students and staff, 
I encourage you to focus on grat itude.  While we will 
never be thankful for a virus that brought such pain, 
we will always be thankful for those who stood by us 
and those who got us through. We will be thankful 
for lessons that could never be learned any other 
way.  We can say a sincere thank you to those 
surrounding us for their pat ience, kindness, 
selflessness and creat ivity.  We can offer thanks to 
them for their forward thinking, persistence and a 
posit ive approach in reinvent ing what was needed to 
support special educat ion.  

So, where do we go from here?  We walk caut iously, 
humbly and carefully into an unseen future with 
confidence in our collect ive efficacy and hope.  

PAGE 1

Volume 43, Number 2 - May 2021

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

By Dr. Ashley Krause, 

MO-CASE President 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE 

PAGE 2

Collaboration:  
The act of working together, especially on a goal 
or shared project.  Planning a conference is not 
an easy task. The 5th Annual Spring Law and 
Collaborat ive Conference would not have been 
successful if MO-CEC, Thompson Center, 
MASP and MO-CASE did not have a common 
goal:  To put on a conference providing 
information on high-leverage evidence-based 
pract ices. 

 There were 4 organizat ions working together 
on the conference. You would think gett ing 
everyone on the same page could be a 
challenge.  Then throw in a pandemic.  The usual 
face-to-face planning meetings, keynote 
speakers and sessions all needed to be virtual.  
There were sessions, session leaders, a grid of 
when these sessions are to be provided, 
sponsors, exhibitors, and registrat ions. Zoom 
had to be interfaced with a virtual conference 
platform Pheedloop to provide access to 
attendees live and recorded for two weeks 
after.

How did this all happen?  Collaborat ion!   In 
October 2020 we started with some 
introductory calls, then bi-weekly meetings 
unt il the Conference started on March 23, 
2021.  It  was an honor to work with this group.  
The commitment, hard-work, and laughter 
helped our group meet that common goal. It  was 
surprising that through technology how you get 
to know people, connect through a common 
goal, and then create something incredible. Are 
there some things to improve?  Absolutely, but 
when you have over 300 people accessing 30 
plus incredible sessions to learn and sharpen 
their pract ices, I think it  is a win!

Our plan is to provide a live Spring Law and 
Collaborat ive Conference March 1-3, 2022.  
Times have changed, there is a new normal 
emerging and providing a virtual component to 
all conferences in the future will need to be 
discussed.  To the 2021 Spring Law and 
Collaborat ive Conference planning committee, I 
cannot say, ?Thank you? enough.

-Gayle Willey, Execut ive Director  

"I love being a school psych turned special 
education administrator that gets the 

opportunity to still support my fellow Missouri 
school psychs! Third day of MO CASE 

conference and starting the day attending the 
MASP business meeting." -Amanda Lubiewski

"I love all the practical 
tools and interventions! 

This is a wonderful 
conference." 

-Four Rivers LASE

"Really enjoyed Dr McNiff's session about 
supporting classroom behavior management 

and approaching power struggles. Great 
information that I can't wait to use in my 

practice!" -Rio Corbin
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ADVOCACY UPDATE

Legislat ive/Advocacy/Professional 

Learning Updat e

The Special Educat ion Legislat ive Summit 2021  is 
quickly approaching.  As was the case last summer, 
this event will take place virtually.  Please mark your 
calendars for Monday, July 19 and Tuesday, July 20 
from 1:00-4:00 for the virtual preparat ion sessions.  
?Visits? to the Hill will take place on July 21, 22 and 
23.  Last year, we doubled the part icipat ion from 
Missouri, and are hoping to have even greater 
numbers this year.  Please cont inue to be on the 
lookout for more information regarding this 
upcoming event!

As many of you know, the 2021 Missouri Legislat ive 
Session has been quite the roller coaster ride this 
year.  We began the session on January 6 with over 
400 educat ion bills being pre-filed.  The majority 
regarded public school reform.  The session ends 
May 14, so we are very close to the end.  Please see 
the link below to an art icle on the voucher 
movement.  

CLICK HERE

Our MO-CASE Legislat ive Committee consists of 
Carrie Turner and Dr. Travena Hostet ler (our 
co-chairs), Kim Bielawski, Ashley Copley, Gayle 
Willey (MO-CASE Execut ive Director), and me.  We 
have worked diligent ly this session regarding all 
filed educat ion bills impact ing students with 
disabilit ies.  As Scott  Kimble (Director of Legislat ive 
Advocacy with MCSA) reviews filed bills, he sends 
them to us for review and input.  The bills are 
shared with the MO-CASE Legislat ive Committee 
for comments.  The comments are then pulled 
together as talking points against or for the bills.  At 
that t ime, MO-CASE will either visit  the hearing in 
person to test ify, or submit online witness 
test imony, or both at t imes.  When necessary, a 
legislat ive alert  will be sent by email from the 

MO-CASE office asking each of you to immediately 
contact your state legislators to vote no against a 
bill.  We urge you to heed these alerts and make 
necessary contacts.  As the Legislat ive Session 
comes to an end, we expect quite a bit  of act ivity.  
Public school educat ion needs your support.  Please 
make sure you check your junk email folder for any 
alerts we may send.  We only send these when 
necessary, so we are asking for you to please look 
for them and respond by contact ing your 
legislators.

Please also be aware MO-CASE will be sending 
emails regarding webinars and virtual learning 
opportunit ies for the 21-22 school year.  As you will 
recall, we offered five legal webinar updates during 
the 20-21 school year.  These were all well 
at tended, and the information presented was 
invaluable.  MO-CASE plans to cont inue this 
act ivity next year.

By Dr. Karla Arnold,

Director of Innovat ion and Learning

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2021/04/16/former-lobbyist-details-how-privatizers-are-trying-to-end-public-education/
 https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2021/04/16/former-lobbyist-details-how-privatizers-are-trying-to-end-public-education/


M at hem at i cs i s a Social  Act i v i t y:  Usin g 
Di f f eren t iat i on  t o Provide 

Oppor t un i t i es f or  St uden t  Discourse 

Stefanie D. Livers, Missouri State University, 
Springfield, MO

Vidal Olivares, Monroe County Schools, Forsyth, GA

Social learning is one of the foundational 
principles for effect ive mathematics teaching 
(NCTM, 2014), and different iat ion is a crit ical tool 
in ensuring success for all learners (Heacox, 2018).  
When social learning is combined with 
different iated instruct ion there is an increase in 
depth of understanding through the social 
interact ion of crit iquing the reasoning of others 
and the sharing of strategies, models, and 
solut ions. 

Different iat ion can init ially be daunting and 
overwhelming when added to the stresses of high 
stakes accountability. Many teachers feel that the 
tension to prepare students for annual test ing 
prevents them from being creat ive and 
different iat ing instruct ion. But when a teacher 
examines the individual needs of his/her 
classroom of students, different iat ion is the only 
way to meet the expectat ions provided in the 
content standards and pract ice standards. 

As rigorous content standards and the Standards 
for Mathematical Pract ice (SMPs; CCSSI, 2010) 
are explored, it  is clear that they cannot be 
successfully met with an approach that relies on 
isolat ion and worksheets (Livers, 2013). Instead 
tasks have to be meaningful and rich in order to 
support posit ive discourse and collaborat ion, 
while at the same t ime addressing the content 
needs of the students. Students are expected to 
share, reason, crit ique, and communicate with 
peers and the teacher (NCTM, 2014). These 
interact ions are supposed to be for the most part  
student init iated instead of teacher directed. 
Different iated tasks present the opportunity for 
making mathematics social. 

Different iat ing to Make Mathemat ics Social

A mathematics task can be different iated in 
several ways; here we focus on the methods that 
focus on social interact ions: t iered assignments, 
jigsaws, and learning centers/ stat ions. These 
types of act ivit ies allow for students to share and 
build upon their varying funds of knowledge 
established by their diverse backgrounds, 
experiences, interests, skills, and influenced by 
their personalit ies. Through this discourse 
students share ideas, strategies, struggles, 
misconceptions that benefit  others and leads to a 
deeper level of understanding. Mathematics is 
meant to be a socialized experience, so even 
different iat ion methods should support this 
socializat ion and not further isolate a learner.

CONTINUE READING THIS 
INFORMATION ARTICLE AND CHECK 
OUT THE IMAGES THAT SUPPORT BY 
CLICK THE BLUE BUTTON BELOW!

Spot l ight  Ar t icle
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https://mocase.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/Mathematics%20is%20a%20social%20activity%20differentiation.docx.pdf


MO-CASE STRATEGIC PLAN
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The MO-CASE Strategic Plan was voted on at the Board of Directors meeting in December.  
The updated plan will be in effect from 2020-2022.  We look forward to revisit ing the plan 

each Board meeting as a guide to work towards progress on our goals.  

-Marlena Walley, President Elect

MO-CASE St rat egic Plan 2020-2022

The primary purposes of this organization shall be: 

- Promote professional leadership among special educators. 
- Promote the study of issues common to its members. 
- Communicate information that assists in the development of improved services for exceptional children 

in Missouri. 
- Participate actively in the improvement of special education programs in Missouri. 

Goal 1: L eader sh i p
Uphold and direct  t he fut ure of  special educat ion in t he st at e and nat ion 

Object ive 1: Recruit and retain highly qualified special education administrators to the profession

Object ive 2: Increase member participation in MO-CASE activities

Object ive 3 Special education reform 

Goal 2: Advocacy  
Im pact  local, st at e and federal policies t hrough advocacy ef for t s

Object ive 1: Identify and inform members about key policy issues that affect special education

Goal 3: Su p p or t  
Expand form at s for  professional learning

Object ive 1: Connect special education administrators in meaningful mentoring relationships through 
LASE groups

Object ive 2: Distribute relevant information and resources to the membership 

Goal 4: Edu cat i on  

Provide ongoing suppor t  t o m eet  t he inform at ional and educat ional needs

Object ive 1: Implement an annual plan outlining needs identified by MO-CASE members related to 
professional development

Object ive 2: Provide high quality professional development opportunities for members

Object ive 3: Collaborate with other organizations to provide educational opportunities for special 
education administrators through yearly contact



We?re Here For  You!
We know members like you are working hard 
every day to make sure the best educational 
services are being provided to students with 
disabilities. Ensuring students thrive in these 
challenging times is more demanding than 
ever before. It is crucial for you to have the 
tools, resources and up-to-date information 

you need to help with the changing dynamics 
in special education.  Your membership 

ensures you STAY CONNECTED to a 
community of special education 

professionals, resources and all the support 
you need to enrich your practice and support 

your students.

M em bers M at t er  t o 
M O- CASE!

As a member of MO-CASE you have access 
to the following benefits:

- Networking with exceptional educators
- Representation on DESE and other 

state level committees
- Information on state and federal issues

- Legislative awareness and advocacy
- ?The Director? quarterly newsletter

- Charles Cummings Scholarship 
Program

- Professional Development 
Opportunities

- MO-CASE Law Conference
- MO-CASE Special Education 

Administrators Conference
- Annual Collaborative Conference

- Resources on the Website

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

PAGE 6



Thank you to all the LASE Presidents for all of your hard work this year in leading your LASE 

Groups in your region!  Thank you to each member of LASE for participating and continuing to 

advocate for special education in your region!  

Congrat ulat ions t o our  fel low  LASE colleagues across t he st at e who are ret ir ing! We 

w ish you all t he best ! May you enjoy all t he new oppor t unit ies and t im e t o do t he t h ings 

t hat  br ing you joy!  

- Carrie Turner from Grain Valley R-V

- Diane Lawson from Advance

- Angie Edgar from Portageville

- LaDonna Buchannon from Campbell R-2

- Sabrina Morehead from Neelyville R-IV

- Missie Evertt from Union 

- Karrie Millard from Fulton

- Angie Trammel from South Calloway

- Shanna Weber from Northeast R-I

  For information on a regional LASE group in your area, please check out the LASE tab from the 

MO-CASE website - www.mo-case.org,  or feel free to contact, Kinsey Cissna at 

cissnak@palmyra.k12.mo.us
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LASE SPOTLIGHT

http://www.mo-case.org


LASE SPOTLIGHT cont .
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LASE GROUP CONTACT EMAIL

Chariton Valley LASE Beth Andrews bandrews@westran.k12.mo.us

Early Childhood Special Education Cindy Edwards cedwards@stcmo.org

Four Rivers LASE Cheri Fortney cfortney@stcmo.org

Jefferson County LASE Matt Whitehead whitehead_matt@hsdr3.org

JJCBS Annie Knox annie.knox@harrisonvilleschools.org

KC LASE Meagan Patterson mpatterson@center.k12.mo.us

Lake Area Directors LASE William (Bill) Altermatt altermattb@osageschools.org

Mid-MO LASE Sarah Baumgartner and

Amanda Wogan

sbaumgartner@nc.k12.mo.us; 

amanda.wogan@sc.k12.mo.us

NE MO LASE Tonya Grant/President tgrant@atlanta.k12.mo.us

North Central Lase Becky Morris bmorris@pattonsburg.k12.mo.us

NW MO LASE Lexi Heck lheck@fxbulldogs.net

Scenic Rivers Area Larry Williams larryrw64@gmail.com

SE MO LASE Teresa Green, Ed.D. tgreen@sgdragons.org

South Central LASE Vickie Gorsuch vgorsuch@ccr2.org

Southwest LASE-Joplin Adam Lett alett@mcdonaldco.k12.mo.us

Springfield LASE Lorri Osbourn losbourn@trilakescoop.com

St. Charles/St. Louis County Tami Yates tlyates@ssdmo.org

St. Louis City Charter Kari Kraichely kkraichely@kippstl.org

West Central LASE Sarah Mason smason@clintoncardinals.org



EVENTS
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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We are so excited to begin planning the 44th Annual Special Education 
Administrator 's Conference for September 26-28, 2021.

We look forward to bringing you an invigorating conference full of innovative 

sessions, exciting exhibitors/sponsors, and much-needed networking!

If you or someone you know has knowledge that deserves to be shared with a 

hungry and motivated audience, MO-CASE invites you to submit a Proposal to 

speak at the Fall conference by May 30, 2021.

Click  here t o subm it  a proposal!

* A committee will review all submissions and will be accepted or denied by June 
30, 2021.*

MO-CASE 2021 AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Nom inat ions are now being accept ed unt i l  June 30t h for  t he 2021 MO-CASE 

Awards! 

Click  t he but t on t o learn m ore!

https://pheedloop.com/EVEVXADPMPAFG/proposal/start/?call=CALXA3002HERKY5
https://pheedloop.com/EVEVXADPMPAFG/proposal/start/?call=CALXA3002HERKY5
https://pheedloop.com/EVEVXADPMPAFG/proposal/start/?call=CALXA3002HERKY5
https://pheedloop.com/EVEVXADPMPAFG/proposal/start/?call=CALXA3002HERKY5
https://pheedloop.com/EVEVXADPMPAFG/proposal/start/?call=CALXA3002HERKY5
https://pheedloop.com/EVEVXADPMPAFG/proposal/start/?call=CALXA3002HERKY5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g0jBatyXfiJeFYLCgGQE0DqMNVXOMBHoG6c2TpPT7gc/edit?usp=sharing


THANK YOU!
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A special  THANK YOU t o t he 
i n credible Exh ibi t ors an d Spon sors 

w ho w ere w i t h  us dur in g t he 
Spr in g Law  & 5t h  An n ual  

Col l aborat i ve Con f eren ce: 
Ref resh , Ren ew , Revive!

https://www.presencelearning.com/
http://tblawfirm.com/contactus
https://www.rethinked.com/edu/
https://www.elumatherapy.com/


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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Elected Officers:

President: D r. Ashley Krause, Farm ington R7 

Past President: D r. V icki M cN am ara, 
Cam denton R I I I  

President Elect: M arlena Walley, 
Raym ore-Peculiar 

Treasurer: D r. Cher i For tney, Franklin Co. 
School  

Secretary: L iz Sm ith, Reeds Spr ing School 
D istr ict  

Appointed Members:

Professional Development: D r. Jen Beutel, Platte 
County

LASE Chair: K insey Cissna, Palm yra R-1 
School D istr ict   

LASE Rep: Chr ist ina H arbour, Sull ivan School 
D istr ict  

LASE Rep: Teresa Green, Ste Genevieve School 
D istr ict  

LASE Rep: M indy Garrett , Poplar Bluff R-1 
School D istr ict  

LASE Rep: Tam i Yates, Special School D istr ict  

LASE Rep: Ben O?Connor, Bar ton D ade Jasper 
Special Education Cooperat ive

Policy and Legislation (co-chair): Travena 
H ostet ler, Special School D istr ict  

Policy and Legislation (co-chair): Carr ie Turner, 
Grain Valley

AM P/N ew Directors: Jeanne Rotherm el, St 
Louis RPD C 

ECSE Rep: Cindy Edwards, Franklin County 
Special Education Coop

Communications & Technology: N ick Cotta, 
Lebanon School D istr ict  

H igher Education Rep: D r.  L isa Goran, 
Universit y of M issour i

H igher Education Rep: D r. L isa Robbins, 
Universit y of Central M issour i 

H igher Education Rep: D r. Reesha Adam son, 
M issour i State Universit y

Charter School Rep: K ar i K raichely, K IPP 
Char ter

MO CEC Rep:  Sally Bloom , Colum bia Public 
Schools

M ACCE/SEAP: Am y Wilson, Colum bia Public 
Schools

MO-CASE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

MO-CASE STAFF

Gayle Willey, Executive Director

Miriah Fowler, Conference Planner/Admin Assistant

Karla Arnold, Director of Innovation and Learning (July 1, 
2020)

3550 Amazonas Dr. 

Jefferson City, MO 65109

573-644-7804

www.mo-case.org

office@mo-case.org

www.facebook.com/missouricase/

@missouricase

@mocase_org

?MO-CASE is a subdivision of the Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE) - 
A division of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).?
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